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ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY REPORT
Policy Version v.01

1. INTRODUCTION

The GD Goenka University has been working consistently towards goal of ecological
stewardship. The university is effectively utilizing opportunity to be a leader in
environmental sustainability and is working towards making environmentally
responsible citizens. There is working a dedicated Eco Club at university campus for
the same. The Eco club is comprised of students, faculties, staff, and administrators and
is aimed to assist in reducing GD Goenka University environmental footprint and
spread public awareness for environmental protection

Access to energy is important for socio-economic development of any country. But the
same energy is one of the prime causes for evolution of greenhouse gases, leading to
global warming, desertification, habitat loss and rise in temperature. Many villages in
India as well as other parts of the world still do not have access to electricity and are
still dependent on unsustainable sources of energy like kerosene, firewood, fossil fuels,
etc. which eventually leads to global warming, pollution, ailments, diseases and the
stress of generating such energy sources altogether. Therefore, it is high time that we
realize the urgency of building sustainable cities and communities. In objective to
create awareness of the harmful effects of unsustainable resources, accessibility to
clean energy, healthy lifestyle, to enable each one of us to place ourselves in a
renewable energy market and to reduce poverty, such gathering and sharing of ideas is
of utmost importance.

On the other hand pollution has been a big environmental threat over the world, it is
about time that everyone woke up and worked as a single cohesive unit against the
pollution. Moreover, waste management is yet another aspect by which one can directly
contribute to the society and mother earth. 75% of our trash can be recycled but we
hardly recycle 40% of our waste. We cannot keep our trash for the future generation to
clean up, therefore we should recycle our waste more or else humanity will not be left

out with any resources.
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Environment Sustainability

GDGU has focused planned interventions in the domain of Energy, Water, Waste, Built

Environment and Community, Engagement. The interventions in the domain of Energy

such as power generation from solar energy, and, energy conservation measures

demonstrate its alignment with the programmes/mission of Energy sector as highlighted

under the Haryana State Action Plan on Climate Change. The University recognizes the

need for protection of the natural environment within the built environment and

incorporates it as an integral part of good institutional practices. To achieve this, the

university shall develop, implement and sustain an Environment Management System

which would lead to sustainable development and advance positive effects on both human

health and the natural environment for university community and the surroundings.

2.

POLICY OBJECTIVES

The objectives of this policy are to:

The University will adopt the principles of best environmental practices as reasonably
possible in the delivery of its environment protection, waste management services and
ecological initiatives.

The University will apply a ‘waste hierarchical approach’, to reduce, reuse, recycle
and recover waste products to manage its waste responsibly

The University will promote water conservation and energy use efficiencies through
effective programs and practices. The university will undertake possible efforts of
reduce environmental footprints from university related activities

The University will review the environmental objectives and targets from time to time
in order to minimize resource consumption and improve environmental performance.
The University will comply with applicable environmental laws and regulations as
laid down by the government.

The University requires that all the employees, students or anyone else making use of
the premises comply with the environmental objectives set in the policy

The University promotes holistic approach of waste management, resource

conservation and green initiatives at the university campus.
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The University encourages judicious use environmental resources to meet the needs
and aspirations of the present and future generations.

The University disseminates environmental awareness among students and staff
members.

To conduct environmental and energy audits from time to time.

To minimize the use of paper in administration through having policy for E-governance

ENVIRONMENT COMPLIANCE COMMITTEE (ECC)

For effective implementation of environmental policy GD Goenka University has

formulated clear lines of responsibility at administrative level. Environment protection

board is responsible for the management of waste and protection of environment

throughout the university. An advisory board shall be constituted with the following

organization structure:

e Vice-Chancellor

e Registrar

e Two Deans(to be nominated by the Vice-chancellor)

e Two Faculty member from Sciences Department (to be nominated by the Vice-
chancellor)

e Two Faculty members from Engineering Departments (to be nominated by the Vice-
chancellor)

e Two Outside Experts (need based)(to be nominated by the Vice-chancellor)

4. SCOPE

4.1 GREEN INITIATIVES AT UNIVERSITYPREMISES

Green and Environment audit Green and Environment audit plays a key role in the
environmental sustainability and creates awareness among staff and students about
suitable use of resources. The university shall make arrangements to undertake a
comprehensive Green Audit of the existing structures and work operations annually to
identify, quantify, describe and prioritize framework of Environment Sustainability in

compliance with the applicable regulations, policies and standards.
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e It’s a process that involves analysing the different components of environmental
diversity that includes systematic identification, quantification, recording, reporting and
analysis which will lead to various establishments.

e It brings an eco-friendly ambience within and outside of the concerned sites through the
environmental practices

e ltis crucial for the conservation of resources by making an estimate of how and where
they are using the major amount of energy and water resources.

e It also works on the recycling plans in which it determines the volume and the type of
the waste along with the waste minimization plan.

e It helps every individual to take part in knowing the importance of health consciousness

and environmental awareness along with the ethics and values.

Energy conservation
The university will do maximum efforts to reduce energy consumption and use renewable

sources of energy as far as possible.

Lighting System in the University

The lighting system in the university is in accordance with the ECBC norms 2007.The
university campus has 80% of LED lighting system in the campus as a measure of energy
conservation. The University shall work upon use of external street & garden lights with the
astronomical timers for accurate on/off switching according to the sun set and sunrise

timing.

Solar PV System in the University

The University has one of the biggest installations of solar panels on the terrace of its
building and parking area. It generates around 825 kw of electricity through the installed
solar panels and works towards the long way of sustainability. However, if the need arises,

more solar panels be installed.

Green landscaping with trees and plants

e GD Goenka University is a 20 acres most beautiful fully landscaped campus at the base
of the Aravalli range. The green cover is 67% of the total land and 33% of land is built-
up area
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e University also has herbals parks with medical and aromatic plants which are used for
research purpose.

e Horticulture activities are performed on daily basis. University has 1000sq mt of
horticulture orchard with plants like gooseberry, apple, guava, grapes, peach and plum.

e Watering of plants is achieved through sprinkler system by treated water from the
treatment plant installed within the campus.

e Plantation is combination of evergreen and ornamental flowering trees, palms, shrubs

Transportation Mode

E-cart

e University provides the E-cart in case of emergency for the movement of students and
staff within the campus area. More e-carts be procured if needed.

Public transport

e University is located on the national highway 248A and well connected with the public
transport like bus, shared auto, cabs, etc.

e Other than that university also provides the CNG buses at different routes that cover

Delhi NCR and are available for both the students as well as staff.

Restricted entry of automobiles Pedestrian friendly roads
e Vehicular movement is to be restricted in the vicinity of academic blocks and
residential hostel blocks in the University. All the roads are designed for safe pedestrian

movements.

4.2 WATER MANAGEMENT

GD Goenka University has been harvesting rainwater systems, operational since 2013. To
collect the rainwater and percolation in the ground, five rainwater harvesting pits are
constructed. The purpose of rainwater harvesting is to reduce the storm runoff from entering
sewage water and recharge the groundwater table. This helps in two ways, firstly by
reducing the sewage treatment cost, and secondly by increasing the groundwater table. The
water collected from the rooftop of academic, Lab and administrative blocks is collected in
the pits through pipes and gutters. There are 7 pits designed in the university campus and
each pit has a depth of 3m having a diameter of 1m.




All the liquid sewage effluent from the four hostel and academic blocks of GD Goenka
University is channelled to the two sewage water treatment plants. The treated sewage water

IS to be reused for horticulture and agriculture.

4.3 WASTE MANAGEMENT
The university has proper mechanism in place for monitoring waste- ensuring the health and
safety of students and staff, whilst avoiding non-compliance. The waste is segregated and

managed according to the guidelines of waste management rules.

The solid waste at GD Goenka University is collected from several waste bins placed in
building blocks and the open area of the campus. It is then segregated into biodegradable,
non-biodegradable, and recyclable waste. GD Goenka University has tied up with Green-o-
Bin and Farm Pallet for recycling/reuse of solid waste.

Green-0-Bin collects the paper waste from the University for recycling and converts them
into folders and other usable things for the University. While Farm pallet collects all the
kitchen waste twice a day which is segregated into dry and wet waste. The waste is used by
Farm Pallet as animal feed and for composting. In return, GD Goenka University gets
chemical-free manure and compost which is used in the field by the School of Agricultural
Sciences. The university has banned the use of polythene bags which creates hindrances
during waste segregation and sewage treatment. The MoU are to be revised in timely

manner.

4.4 E-WASTE MANAGEMENT
Proper management of e-waste is to be done at the University. Students are also encouraged

to reuse electronic items for their academic projects.

4.5 DRY LEAVES MANAGEMENT

GD Goenka Campus has been designed and maintained as a green cover with lots of trees
and a fully landscaped campus. To ensure natural regeneration of these areas, falling leaves
are being collected at one point. It provides home and food for native fauna and breaks
down with time to enrich the soil. From the academic block, hostel, and dining hall of the

campus falling leaves are collected to make vermicompost.

4.6 PLASTIC FREE CAMPUS (AVOID USING SINGLE USE PLASTIC)
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The university shall make provisions to ban the use of single use plastic at university
premises. Various awareness programmes may be initiated to motivate the staff, students

and people in surrounding areas to phase out single use plastic from their schedule.

5. SENSITISATION, AWARENESS AND CAPACITY BUILDING PROGRAMS
Theuniversityshallorganizevariousworkshops/seminars/dialogues/talks/creativeactions/resea
rch programmes in order to sensitize the students, staff and community in surrounding about

global and local environmental issues for moving towards a resilient future.

6. POLICY MONITORING AND REVIEW

The Environment compliance committee shall monitor and review the efficacy of the policy
on annual basis. Discreet or micro data could be made accessible to faculty and
departmental heads for taking appropriate actions and complying with them on regular

basis. The policy shall be renewed after every five years or earlier, as need arises
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